This chapter argues that because the People's Republic of China (PRC) and the British government negotiated the future of Hong Kong from 1982 to 1984, Beijing had already become a critical factor in shaping Hong Kong's democratization. The China factor has changed from an "external" factor in the early 1980s to an "internal" shaper that has influenced the democratic development of Hong Kong since July 1, 1997. The characteristics of Beijing's participation in Hong Kong's democratization are also delineated.
Beijing as an "external factor" in Hong Kong's democratization before July 1, 1997
Hong Kong under British rule had a wholly appointed Legislative Council (LegCo) until 1985 when the British administration first introduced elected components through the functional constituencies (occupational groups) and the electoral college (see Table 1 .1). From 1843 to 1984, the colonial legislature was composed of government officials and some appointed members, but there was no elected element. A turning point came in 1985 when 12 members of the 57-member LegCo came from members of functional constituencies, such as law, education, accountancy, engineering, industry and commerce. These new members were elected from an electoral college composed of district councilors, and two members were chosen from the members of the Urban and the Regional Councils. This process illustrated the beginning of gradual democratization. This incremental approach to democratization was also seen in the increasingly diminishing role of the British governor. In 1843, the governor was among one of the four official members of the Executive Council (ExCo); he was the president and also a member. In 1991, when 18 members were for the first time directly elected by the citizens in the geographical constituencies, the governor appointed a deputy president to preside over the legislative meetings. The governor also systematically withdrew from attending LegCo meetings, paving the way for the termination of his membership in February 1993, when the LegCo's president was then elected from among the nonofficial members. By 1995, another watershed occurred in Hong Kong's democratization when all 60 members of the LegCo were elected. The elections were held in three different ways: functional constituencies, the electoral college and direct elections. 
